Indeed, as conceived by Rudolplii, the doctrine of spontaneous generation by no means deserved the indiscriminating reprobation with which in later times it has been visited, with more zeal than logic, by writers without pretension to a fraction of his extreme learning, his laborious perseverance, or his truly calm and impartial spirit.
Rudolpln's opinion was not a mere hasty speculation. The proposition, " omne vivum ex ovo," had not then the axiomatic force which it now possesses; as a scientific induction, it was perhaps not much better based than its opposite. And then it appeared to be a matter of direct observation, that the cystic Entozoa at any rate were developed by the modification of pre-existing organized matter. It was observed, that in a liver infested with Cysticcrcus, some cysts contained no retracted head, but a granular caseous mass; in others, traces of a head were to be seen; in others, it was fully developed. Now, putting these facts together, with the known non-existence of ova in Cysticercus, Rudolplii very reasonably concluded that these cysts were portions of the hepatic substance, becoming gradually developed into Cysticerci. We know now that he was right as to the facts, but wrong as to the interpretation; what he considered to be a process of development, was, in fact, a process of degeneration; but how many years has it taken to arrive at this conclusion! For the rest, no one could have combated more strongly than did Rudolplii, the [Oct. 
